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Dr. Jeanne L. Paynter has led the development and 

implementation of PreK-12 gifted and talented 

education policy, programming, and professional 

development at the national, state, and local levels.   

 

Currently, Dr. Paynter is on the faculty of McDaniel 

College in the Department of Curriculum and 

Instruction. She is the founder and Executive Director 

of Talent Program Solutions LLC, which partners with 

schools to implement unique teaching and learning 

approaches to engage and challenge all learners, 

including those who are academically advanced or 

gifted and talented.  

 

Dr. Paynter served as the State Specialist for gifted 

and talented education at the Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE), 

where she was instrumental in the development of new state policies in gifted 

programming and teacher certification.  She has been the Project Director for 

numerous US Department of Education grant projects to increase the participation 

and performance of low income students in advanced level courses. Previous to her 

work at the state department, Dr. Paynter was the Coordinator for Gifted Education 

and Magnet Programs K – 12 in Baltimore County Public Schools, a large urban-

suburban district of over 107,000 students.  She has served on numerous advisory 

councils, task forces, and commissions, including the Governor’s Commission on 

Gifted and Talented Education and the Maryland State Advisory Council for 

Gifted and Talented Education.   

 

Dr. Paynter is a passionate advocate for gifted children and has authored book 

chapters, articles, and presentations for parent advocates.  She authored award-

winning research on the topic of intrinsic, extrinsic, and moral motivation.  Her 

personal passions are innovation, creativity, and learning styles.  

 

Dr. Paynter earned a Bachelor of Science degree in English from the Towson 

University and a Master’s Degree in Gifted Education and Doctorate in Teacher 
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